
History of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church

The history of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Alameda, as far as is known, begins with the Mission known as Nativity of Our Lady, which was located east of the bridge, North of Corrales Road (now called Alameda Boulevard). Mass was celebrated once a month by Jesuit Fathers DePalma and Tomasino Modesto, from San Felipe Parish. They would ride to Alameda on horseback and stay overnight at the homes of parishioners.

The people at the time had two Patrones, or Patron Saints, Our Lady and Saint John. Their Fiestas were much like our Holy Days of Obligation are today. Everyone would leave their work and celebrate. 


In 1905 the little mission was destroyed by a flash flood. The people salvaged what they could, and in 1906 mass was being celebrated in the community of Alameda once again, thanks to a large building on North Highland Road donated by Daniel Montoya. The inside walls were removed so the building could be used as a church. Mass was celebrated here for the next seven years with Father Troy from San Felipe until the present church was completed. It is believed that the Mission de Los Ranchos is this building which was set away from the river which flooded often.

Recently we came across some documentation regarding the building of our church. Copies of the original documents were brought to the parish office last week. It is from a reliable source. The document says that the work on the new church of Nativity was started on March 4, 1907. (We imagine this was the laying of the cornerstone.) Fr. Troy stationed at San Felipe de Neri Church and serving the area of Alameda celebrated the first Mass in the new church on the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lady on September 8, 1911. The church was finished on October 30, 1913. It was blessed and dedicated by Archbishop John Baptist Pitival on November 16, 1913. Fr. Troy continued to serve the area of Alameda, Nativity being a mission of San Felipe de Neri Church. The Parish of Nativity was established in 1936. Fr. Troy lived in the sacristy area of the church until his death on December 21, 1936, being hit in front of the church by a drunk driver. His funeral Mass was held at Nativity on Thursday,

Father Libertini became the pastor in 1936. Other pastors who served the parish were Father Gillow, Father Gonzales, Father Pelzer, Father O'Bryne, Father Rutowski, Father Aragon, Father Priesto and Father Shea.

Father Rutowski built the new rectory, remodeled the inside of the church, paved the grounds, built a new vestibule and supervised the construction of the school and convent.

In 1975 when Father Aragon became Pastor, he began offering the Spanish Liturgy on Sunday, both at Nativity and at the Mission of Mt. Carmel. He also celebrated mass in Spanish every evening at the mission. He saw a need to build a community in the parish and began forming the Comunidades de Base, or Basic Chiristian Communities. At present we have eleven active communities.

Father Mike Shea became pastor in 1987 and served until 1998. He oversaw the building of the new parish hall.

The current Pastor, the Reverend Juan Mendez arrived at Nativity on June 15, 1998. Father Mendez moved the rectory to what used to be the convent and the old rectory is now the parish offices.
Source:  NBVM website.
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